THE WAR OF THE REBELLION 1861-1865 One Family’'s Tragedy

“. .. generations that we know not, heart-drawn
to see where and by whom great things were suffered and donghéon,
shall come to this deathless field, to ponder and dream......"
Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain of Maine: October 3, 1889

The family of John M. Hamlin lived in Wasbton, Litchfield Co. Connecticut. In 1850
John was just 39 and his wife Julia was 37. Their oftesghter Lovina, was married to the
young, Edgar Galpin, and they lived only a shortagise from the Hamlin ‘s home. John and
Julia’s children still living at home were, Albert &ged 19, Philo A. aged 17, Martin H. aged 9,
Freelove D. aged 7, Lewis E. aged 4 and Andrew Hi 2gdn the next few years, the family grew
to nine children. Ella Victoria was born in 1853 amiteiEmma Jane in 1855. In 1856 Emma
Jane became ill and died in November of that yeawas$ about this time 1855, that Martin who
was now just 14, went to work on a farm near Lake @famin New York. Martin learned that
the Small family was planning to move west. Infdmaily traditions the story is told that Martin
rowed across the lake to ask permission to go Wwéltimalls. They gave Martin their permission
that Julia regretted to her death. John was a faimee in Connecticut and with the help of his
sons, he made a good life for his family.

A few miles southwest of Washington in New Mitl lived David McBath, who came to
America from Ireland. In 1850 he was 30 years old, his @harlotte, was 20 years old and Sarah
their first child was an infant. Sarah McBath meidfew H. Hamlin youngest son of John and
Julia Hamlin, at a Doctor’s office, after the wadahey were married in 1867. [David McBath
became father-in law to Andrew H. Hamlin] David aldarlotte’s family grew from one child in
1850 to four by the close of 1857. Their son Andrew J. waes 1861, and their daughter Louise
was born in 1853. Lewis, born in 1854, tragically died 1856. In 538§ James was born.

David McBath was a blacksmith in the New Milford as@nd did very well at his trade.

In the Connecticut towns near Washington, @ivNPreston, Bridgewater, New Milford and
Brookfield, there was talk of the south secedingiftbe union and of impending war. They read
the newspaper reports of John Brown’s October 1859 ratideoiederal armory at Harper's Ferry,
in West Virginia. During the spring and summer of 1868y theard about the various nominating
conventions and the election of Abraham Lincoln Hadnibal Hamlin. In the winter of 1860 and
1861 the news came about the secession of the southes $Early spring brought news of the
firing on Fort Sumpter, and the declarations of wdier the call to arms by Abraham Lincoln,
soon began the local mobilization of its citizens.has been the custom for many years, the local
officers of the town formed regiments and the troepse made up of the men of their



communities. This gave cohesiveness to the units Wipdn&iends serving with friends, but it also
brought untold grief to the communities and whole feasilwhen the regiments suffered heavy
casualties in battle.

Philo A. Hamlin was 21 when he enrolled in18¢h Connecticut Infantry Regiment Co D
Commanded by Col. Charles L. Russell, on the 1st tfl§ec 1861at Hartford.

The 10th Connecticut was transported by boat from Nart¥ieginia, with Brig. General
Ambrose Burnside’s North Carolina Expedition to Roanokbey arrived to the entrance of
Crotan sound on the 5th of February 1862 and on the fallpmiorning weighed anchor.

The first to land was the 9th New York Volumgeand the Rhode Island Battalion into
Aspby’s Harbor and were immediately fired upon by thef€@®rates. During the night, most of
the troops and equipment were brought ashore. Earlyhoiiséneral John G. Foster of the first
detachment, ordered 6 Dahlgren howitzers into positidront of the enemies’ battery. He
supported them with the 23rd and 25th Massachusetts. idd®th Connecticut regiment came
up and Gen. Foster ordered the 23rd and the 27thMasstshasalvance into the swamps on the
right, to get at the enemy’s left flank. Soon thed2@mn out of ammunition and the 10th
Connecticut under command of Col. Russell advanc#ketoposition on the left. Gen. Foster
continued in this manner line after line moving eloand closer to the battery and then he gave the
order to charge the front. The 10th Connecticut acdéaad the 9th New York in the front
charged and they were successful in breaking the throBgnultaneously Gen. Reno’s Regiment,
the 5th New York and the 21st Massachusetts advaridesl Union forces over-ran the battery in
good order. The enemy broke and ran in confusionth@tvery moment cheers went up by the
Union men telling all on the Island that they hadried the day. Elation of the regiment was short
lived when they heard the news of their comman@et; Charles Russell was hit and died in the
action. This battery was named Russell Batteryisrinanor.
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Col. Charles Russell

Gen. Foster pressed on to Pork Point batt®sn. Burnside ordered the 10th Connecticut
with the 4th Rhode Island, under the command of Barke, around to the rear of the battery and
they found it abandoned. The confederates had Tiégre were several small encounters until
Union forces secured the island by the end of Febru@g confederate forces consisted of about
4,000 men of their well-concealed batteries and statisharpshooters. 159 officers and over
2,500 men surrendered there.

In March, Generals Foster, Reno and Parkefmbes embarked from Roanoke Island and
linked up with the Union gunboats, at Hatteras Intatahn expedition against New Berne. On
March 13th 1862, the fleet sailed up the Neuse River aathbrked the infantry on the south
side of New Berne’s defenses. The next day therUioies attacked along the railroad.

It took four hours to drive the confederates, outefrtfortifications. 9 forts and 41 heavy
artillery guns were captured that day. The Union oexlthis base at New Bern until the end of
the war, in spite of several attempts to recover it.

The regiment stayed at New Berne until October action at Rawle’s Mills on November 2nd
and joined Fosters expedition from New Berne to Guads North Carolina December 11th



to the 20th. At their base at New Berne the men ol @k Connecticut watch several regiments
pack up and leave. One soldier, from the 24th Massaithusemarked “ We shall very much

miss the band of our neighbors.”[10th Conn.] “Whose satains morning and evening, served to
dissipate our home longings.” On January 26th 1863, theeagimoved to Hilton Head South
Carolina. These engagements by Gen. Foster werepaéie diversionary tactics to help Gen.
Burnside at Fredericksburg, Virginia.
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Libby prison
Albert volunteered with the 10th CT Inf. [No records found]

The family history states that Albert was captured, At whatrpahis occurred is not known. As
reported, he was sent to the Libby prison at Richmond, Virginkée escaped and as a result lost his
leg.[ | doubt that it was Libby Prison as only officers weresthere] [ He was in Northern Virginia, in
February of 1864 and it is possible that he was in a hospital at thatt[see fathers letter home to his
children.]

John M. Hamlin volunteered in Homer Baxter Spraglidth Connecticut Infantry 26th of
February 1862. Homer Baxter Sprague wrote anti-slaveryesrbefore the war, and he raised
this volunteer company in New Heaven, Connecticupra@ue was wounded during the war and
later taken prisoner. The 13th Connecticut InfantryifRegt left the state for Slip Island,
Mississippi arriving April 13th 1862 and was attached tdlgteBrigade, Dept. of the Gulf. They
were engaged in operations against Forts St Phifipdackson. They went on to assist in the
occupation of city of New Orleans in Louisiana. Thisdésippi River was of great importance to
both sides. If the Union could hold this river, bwid cut the confederate army in half. Union
ships entered the river and ascended on New Orlgaaeseral Farragut, with 24 vessels and 19
mortar schooners bombarded forts Jackson and Sip Bhd although the confederates attempted
to stop the Union ships, most of the ships got byerAfie passage of the vessels by the forts it
was inevitable that New Orleans would fall. Gen&malragut arrived at New Orleans, on April
28th 1862, and the city surrendered followed by the tws.for

The 13th Connecticut Regiment camped near théneiyved in guard duty and small
incidences of skirmishes and drill. For the menydutNew Orleans was beginning to be
monotonous and the climate bothered them a greatTezy put up with heat in the day and the
air was heavy and dank at night. During the sumaiay rseason with the terrible humidity, the
rain by no means cooled them. “The heat scorchédarats away the men’s strength.” One
soldier relates: “Mud ankle deep, almost pulling our Bregfrom our feet at every step...we
pitched our tents among the slimy brakes and disagjeeeeders that arose from the service. Ten
thousand pests continually harassed us day and nitite 8hape of monstrous mosquitoes and
gnats.” Snakes and lizards abounded there gettitigg itents and under blankets. Camp fevers
were an ever-growing threat to the men on both side®ow fever, typhus, typhoid, malaria and
dysentery were among those that pledge the forcé#seaduississippi. Lack of sanitary conditions
and antiseptic medical facilities were causes of nafiche illness. It remained this way until
General Butler arrived and took over the commarttenGulf in 1863.

The Mississippi waterway was quickly falling indaion hands. In May the union forces made
an assault on Port Hudson. It was a siege thatlldstelays. There were 6800 confederates to the
Unions 30,000. The Fort had over 4 miles of fortifimasi supporting the river batteries



near Port Hudson. The confederates were bombardeahdayight. The soldiers in the fort were
running out of food and supplies with no hope from theidat In July the confederates had nearly
exhausted their ammunition and were reduced to eatitgsirhorses and rats. On hearing that
Vicksburg had surrendered General Gardner, commatiainigort, realized that his situation was
hopeless and surrendered. This Fort was known a®Esperate after that siege. It was a week
of staggering defeats for the confederates withe@gih.ee being turned back at Gettsburg,
Pennsylvania, General Grants victory at Vicksburg, the surrender at Port Hudson, it was one
week which the confederacy would never recover.

It was in the Gulf campaign that John M. Hamtmtracted typhus fever. He was discharged
from the 13th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry and sembhdato Washington, Connecticut. On His
return John heard about a county regiment was beingeébimrLitchfield Connecticut. On August
19th 1862 at Camp Dutton, the 19th Connecticut Vol. Inf.eddhe Mountain County Regiment,
assembled and on the 11th day of September was mustierddhe United States service.

Leverett W. Wessells was made Colonel and Majah&liS. Kellogg was made Lt. Colonel. The
19th Connecticut was ordered to Alexandria Virginia wag attached to the command of Gen.
John Slough, Military Governor for that city. Omdary 12th 1863 the regiment was moved to
the vicinity of Washington on garrison duty in therfs protecting the Capital.
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Morris Island - Secssmnvnle BatteryWagner

About 500 miles south of Washington, General Quinégn@e, commanding the southern
campaign, was engaged in a great plan to occupy thefc@harleston in South Carolina. In July
of 1863, the chief obstacle to enter Charleston HarberFmat Sumpter, and had to be destroyed.
To accomplish this, the battery Wagner on Morrisndlaad to be secured and had to be done by
the combined land and naval forces. The Union dyr&éad possession of Folly Island and had
access to Morris Island from the south.

Philo A. Hamlin and the 10th Connecticut Reginveas ordered on the 16th to Secssionville.
They participated in the operations there and then dthdy boat to Morris Island, arriving the
next day. The regiment marched in the rain all tegtand arrived at the rendezvous point, tired
hungry and wet. They were assigned to General Catéxenson’s third reserve Brigade.

Early the 18th of July 1863, the gunboats started fingxg on Fort Warner along with the
union batteries to soften it up for the up coming chargkcontinuing all day. At about 7:45 p.m.
A regiment of the first Brigade, Commanded by Gen@eorge Strong, marched forward amid
cheers from the officers and men of the other begaidhey formed on the beach, before the fort.
The 54th Massachusetts, was that regiment commandedlbyel, Robert Gould Shaw’s
Regiment [One of the first black regiments, and camied by all white officers] was the first to
go. [The movieGLORY tells the story of this Regiment]Tfiey moved forward, oblique to the
left, the right being the sea-side, they attacked land-face of the fort. This was the movie
version] The Fort was situated to the north of the islardithe sea-side was to the right. They



ran forward at a double-quick pace showing magnificeatage to those still standing in columns
on the beach. They were met by rallies of fire, ficannon, grape, shrapnel and musket. The
regiment was out numbered 2 to 1 by the rebel force.

The soldiers were mowed down as stocks of iwhdae field. Those who got through the
spikes, followed their Colonel across a ditch, up &pand witnessed their brave Col. Shaw
gallantly plunge their regiments flag in the rampars that moment Col. Shaw was shot through
the heart and fell along with the others with himone accounBergeant William H. Carney,
saved the regiment flag and knelt on the edgeeofdti, and then made his way back to Union
lines. He received the Congressional Metal of Hdaohis heroism.

In the same instant Gen. Strong in a loud voidered the columns forward-double-quick
march. The 6th CT, 48 NY, 3rd NH, 76PA and the 9ME wenwérd on a full run. The ships
ceased firing, even the sea seamed to the mendt qoly the sounds of the tramping of the
brigade’s feet was heard. As they reached the ditgll went up and the canon and musket fire
were shot in their faces. As darkness came, cohften column fell being leveled to the earth.
The survivors pressed on, stumbling through wire ergdriggrriers to the fort.

The men of the 6th Connecticut and others fitwerilst and 2nd brigades reached the southeast
side of the fort and struck its bank. They foughirtivay to the top and secured this part of the
fort. Meanwhile, Col. H. S. Putnam commanding thé Brigade come up and met the same fate
as the first. Col. Strong sent word back for reicdéments. The messages reached Gen. Stevenson
commanding the 3rd brigade, that the men had perngtizgdort and he ordered the brigade to
form on the beach. Due to some confusion and so oféiogrs killed, the messengers where
virtually unknown by the 3rd Brigade, precious time wesd.| Gen. Stevenson ordered an officer
and 10 men to ride ahead and ascertain the staths sit@ation. He ordered “If this is so, open
communication with the fort and render any assigtdney require.” By this time the rebel
pickets, who had moved in around the south end dbthefired upon the party. This gave them
to believe that the Union men must have surrendetteel 1#0 men of the 1st and 2nd brigades held
their position for three hours but no help came. TheBBighde did not charge and the moment
was lost. Col. H.S. Putnam was killed and Generangtwas wounded in both legs.

The Fort Wagner was not taken until the 15thegit@mber, with one of the greatest cost
of brave young men in the civil war. Morris Islandsama Union hands and Sumpter was almost
leveled. Charleston was with in reach, but Philo wat see this happen. He became sick and
was sent to the regiment’s hospital. This is frosrhilitary records.

Philo A. Hamlin, age 24, 10th CT Inf. Co. D

Pay master roll for July-August entry Presesitk in reg. hospital.

Pay master roll for Sept-Oct entry: absdieid at reg. hospt. Oct.23rd 1863.

Muster-out roll dated 1865-entry: Died, from disease, 2®lt&r 1863 at Regimental Hospital,
Morris Island, South Carolina. [Burial unknown]




PHILO A. HAMLIN
10THOMD CT VOL. INF.

On 23 November 1863 an order came from the war departmengiing the 19th Connecticut
Infantry to a regiment of Heavy Artillery. The erddesignated it as the 2nd Connecticut Heavy
Artillery and directing it to be expanded to 1800 men.e€lufficers and several enlisted men were
sent to Connecticut for recruiting service. Majoiskéi Kellogg was promoted to colonel and the
regiment was dispersed among the forts defendindhWgten. Recruiting was not a pleasant job
for those who were assigned. One Sargent toleXperience in Litchfield Co, “...quite an
interesting day...because of the opposition of the wontendid not wish a husband or son to go
to war, some of them showed awful madness. One weihesed me with a large meat knife...an
other daubed in my face cow manure, one Mrs., hitnmendul blow with a broom but | go out of
her yard before she had to hit a second time. Fool@nen, | feel sorry for them, their husbands
and sons will go anyway....”. The age for enrollingsasually between 18 to 45 years. Many
men who didn’t fit this criteria joined and lied alidhe ages. The older men would blacken their
hair and beards, while the younger ones would wréenthmber 18 on a piece of paper put it in
their shoe so when they were asked they could $ayi over 18”.
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John M. Hamlin now recovered from typhus fewant to New Heaven with his son Lewis E.
Hamlin, and enlisted, for three years, in the 2ndr@cticut Heavy Artillery Regiment with
Lieutenant Hosford as privates on 17 December 1863. Jobuh Stfoot 5 inches tall, had blue
eyes, light complexion, and black hair. He said he &&years of age. [52 is correct] John wrote
his name, while Lewis was 5 feet 7 inches tall witckleyes, light complexion, and dark hair,
made his mark. Lewis reported he was 18 years oivhile he was just 17. They joined the
regiment in company G., at Fort Trumbull. On the 30tBetember, David McBath signed his
name, and enlisted for three years, also with tkhleCmnecticut Heavy Artillery Regiment, with
Lieutenant Hosford at New Heaven. He was assignedrtpany A. He was 5 foot 5 % inches



tall having gray eyes, light hair, and fair complexicAge 45 years was written on his enlistment
although he was 43 years old in 1863. He joined the esgiat the Fort Trumbull. The
companies arrived at the Washington area on Janudryl864.

The 2nd Connecticut Heavy Artillery regiment sgéetyear of 1863, “of good works, under the
best engineers in the country” as one officer saioey helped build abatis, entrenchment’s, breast
works of all kinds, Forts, bastions, blockhouses kstdes, bridges, log huts, corduroy roads,
streets, and walks, in defense of Washington. yEae to come would bring experiences unknown
to many of the men or what they might have expeckédst of the regiment was assigned to Fort
Word or Fort Ellsworth. The later was named a@et. ElImer Ellsworth, from New York who
was assassinated at the Jackson Marshall Hous&xarAlria, Virginia, after removing a
confederate flag from the top of the hotel. Fof$\brth had 4 bastions and 29 gun
emplacements, occupying the southwest portion of Shutdl'sear Alexandria. Additional
structures were built outside the fort, including threelsofficers quarters, two large enlisted
barracks, and a mess/cook house. There were wslitedl families at the forts and some folks
from home. On complaints of care of the regimesitk and wounded, Dr. Andrews from
Connecticut was sent to evaluate the care and hefathie men. The men received packages and
letters from back home and one came to John frorhiidren written January 24th 1864.

re———

s &
__Freelove and Ella Victoria Hamlin about 1867

[ February John M. Hamlin sent this letter home
tis flamily in Connecticut.]
Fort Ellsworth
Feb. 1st /64
Headquarters 2nd C V
Heavy Artillery- Remembered Children of the 24th- camband this day twas
Glad to here from you & that you was well--- you say yvas down to N.H.
Who did you see that you new. | sepose thare adlelinig well to get home once
more. We are not having vary bad times where we-axe have first rate quarters where we are
now & if we have to go to the front we shal not éi&w go as infantry-but as Heavy
Artillery. This is the hyist-branch in the service--
Lewis is well & tuff & just as able as ever. | am hashd harty. The time don't look very long to
me as yet. | have not much news to right-this timell right a long letter next time--- the other
night they was a lot of Artillery fire into a tragars about two miles from where we are---no



damage to our men but they lost one & wounded twoeAdis his best respecks & will right to
you---we all send our love to you all
Freour remembered
Father John Hamlin

[I do not believe that John Hamlin wrote this letter but had same do it for him. Comparing
signatures, there is a big difference in them. Note thention of Lewis and Alber}

March and April 1864 the 2nd Connecticut was involaaduch the same activities each day.
They participated in some small skirmishes aroundatad near Alexandria, garrison duty,
target practice, taking the Enfield rifles apart potting them back together. Learning the ins and
outs involved with firing distances. The companiesendrilled and inspected often by the officers
and by Col. Kellogg. He insisted on no smokinglaoighing while drilling, no dirty cloths, and
personal hygiene was a must.

Tules and Articlos of War. =
Sworn aud sabeaibed lv:l./.{f{ﬁ‘e!%’%j.&.‘
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At Steamboat Rock, town of Clay in the Stdtlowa, Martin H. Hamlin volunteered for 100
days in the 46th lowa Infantry Regiment on 14th May 1864pmpany E. Martin was 22 years
old, 5 feet 8 inches tall, with hazel eyes, black hail dark complexion. Martin carried his
mother’s picture [a tintype] on a chain around his r@ckis journey to lowa, and through his
civil war service.

Back in Northern Virginia General Ulysses $a@ was made Commander of the Union Army.
The plan was to destroy General Robert E. Lee’s avithythe Army of the Potomac, now
commanded by General Mead in the east and the Aftiyedames commanded by General
Benjamin Butler and General William T. Sherman ia $outh. Sherman was to take Atlanta and
march to the Sea and than to join the Army of thfac at the Confederate Capital in
Richmond.General Grant told Sherman that his objective tWwaisflicting all the damage you



can against their War resources.The destruction of Lee’s war machine would play ardy in
Lincoln's"divide and conquer" strategy.

Early in May General Grant began his push towactirRond by going through the Wilderness
and around Chancellorsville. General Butler was ediép begin a northern movement up the
Yorktown Peninsula to threaten Richmond from thetsoBtant hoped General Butler’s
movement would divert Lee’s army to the movementhefArmy of the Potomac, but it did not.
Lee’s army met the Union army before they clearedMilderness. Surrounded by thick woods
and undergrowth the Union forces were at a disadgerto the well dug in Confederates.
Surprised and confused the battle was nothing lessatsargfest. Many men fell here and
perished from musket shot and hand to hand combatrddeedy of the Wilderness battle was the
terrible fires that started in the thickets anddheleaves, cutting off any aid to the fallen
wounded, and clamed so many more lives.

Over 17,000 Union casualties to 7,800 confederateanteegery clear to grant that Lee stood
squarely in his front and further attacks would mawe &nd only cause more Union blood to be
lost. Unlike his predecessors Grant did not retoe&imoved toward Spotsylvania to get between
Lee’s army and Richmond thus force Lee to fight Gsasuperior in number army in an
entrenched position. General Lee was not surprisedi$yove and beat the Union to
Spotsylvania.

On the 8th of May 1864, the Confederates beat baddrtioa attacks at the Court
House. The armies were stalled here for two weekggng is attacks of Bloody Angle on the
12th. And for 20 hours the fighting continued non-stopeHénion forces captured nearly a whole
division of Lee’s army, and almost cut his armyint Lee countered and filled the gap, and
attempted to turn the Union left flank but this failebhion General Sedgeick, of the 6th corps, was
killed by a snippier and General Horatio G. WrighCainnecticut took command of the 6th Corps.

~

On the 16th of May the 2nd Connecticut VolunteemitArtillery Regiment was ordered to
join the Army of the Potomac, as infantry, with G&rant and Meade’s push toward Richmond.



The regiment marched south from Alexandrla VlBngth CoI Elisha S. Kellogg passing
Aquia Creak were the sick and wounded and bodiessah#n that died in the battles of the
Wilderness and Spotsylvania came to be transportedsiatals and back home.

Col. Kellogg's regiment crossed the Rappahannock at/&almouth and then to Fredericksburg.
All the way they witnessed the fields, sidewalk®dsides strewed with the dying, and wounded.
Every house, barn and shed, on every floor, fronaicall attic, was made into a hospital, a sight
none of them had ever seen befofi® one report from a soldier marching to join the Army of
the Potomac: A veteran soldier lifted a blanked of one dead soldiersaid, “ this is what You
can expect.”]

The 2nd Connecticut reached their camp near Byetsa Court House 20th of May and were
assigned to General Wrght's sixth corps, first donsiunder General Emory Upton’s [second]
brigade. The 5th Maine Infantry, 121st New York, and3bih & 96th Pennsylvania Infantry
Regiments comprised the brigade and they had sden atthe passed two weeks engagements.
The Connecticut men stuck out with their clean brighfoums and equipment. All knew they had
never seen action before.

Not succeeding in getting between Lee’s Army tiedSouthern Capital, Grant was on the
move again by the left flank. He sent General Sherehd about 10,000 cavalry ahead as the
advanced party. The area east of the telegraph poeseht day RT. 1] was unknown terrain to
the army to this point as Meade’s march, in‘62 wad wethe road. Sheridan’s orders were to
report Lee’s movements and evaluate the ground atengdy. The Army of the Potomac left
Spotsylvania County and proceeded southeast betweEneithericksburg and Richmond railroad
and Telegraph road to the North Anna River. The btpsunder General Warren tried to cross
but was forced back by Lee’s Army. After several encensnthey established a front on the south
side and the engineers brought up the pontoons. The whuoly began to cross. General Lee was
not surprised and anticipated Grants move. He beatiohiorth Anna and was dug in near
Hanover Junction. Lee was rapidly bringing up his Arowyriing a V shape hoping to trap Grant
at the point. Grant did not fall for this trap antééicame evident that they couldn’t move Lee’s
Army here and retired the ground, moving again byeftdlank.

The 6th Corps crossed the North Anna River er2find and while it was on skirmish lines the
2nd Connecticut lost their first man by confederatestmllBetween the 24th and the 30th they
were constantly moving, marching every night, imedl in skirmishes and destroying railroads
during the day, reaching a farm where they campexd,the Totopotomoy Creek by the 30th.

May 31st 1864 General Sheridan was ordered to ing@earea of Old Cold Harbor about 6
miles from Richmond. He found it already entrenchvéti cavalry and infantry. A hard fight took
place and the confederates were pushed back. Leeaag®&ipated Grants move and well
understood the importance of Cold Harbor to him antlthe fleeing men back with
reinforcements. Being such a large force, Sheriéaiddd to withdraw. While he began
evacuating, he received orders, from Grant, to hislgyround at all costs, until reinforcements
could be sent up. He quickly returned and reclaimed tiagined earlier in the day. Two
assaults were made against the confederate’s atadkhey were repulsed with heavy losses to



the enemy. Early in the evening, General Wrigheire orders to make a night march to Cold
Harbor to relieve Sheridan and to take the route pgusi the rear of the army so his movements
would not be detected.

General Wright's 6th Corps left after dark arasvexpected to arrive at daybrepkt the
same time General William Smith, from the Army of the Jasneoming up from the south was
ordered to go to Cold Harbor as well, meeting the 6th Corps thexetdsome blunder, the
order that reached him, sent him in an other direction. ld&n’'t reach Cold Harbor until 3
o'clock the next day.]The night was dark and they had a great distange,teo the first division
didn’t arrive until 9 o’clock the 1st of June to reke8heridan. General Lee thinking Wright was
moving to the left of Grant’s army entrenchmentyewbGen. Anderson’s division right. Grant
ordered General Warren to attack Anderson’s flankut him off. By the time Warren was ready
to attack, Anderson was well to the right, andrtteenent was lost. Anderson finding Old Cold
Harbor was already taken halted and fortified a glisthnce west. General Smith arrived to join
Wright and the attack was planed for early everliegvis Hamlin was made an orderly and
sharpshooter. Orderlies carried messages back ahdifming battles or whenever needed.
Sharpshooters usually carried Springfield repeatingstiths did the cavalry. This must have been
an honor to Lewis. His father must have been very pobinim.

At Six o'clock they were ready to make the ekteSmith was on the right with Wright's Corps
on the left. The 4 brigades of the 1st division wara line with Col. Cross left [4th] and Col.
Penrose [1st] to his right. Gen. Eustis [3rd] nex@¢arose and Col. Emory Upton of the 2nd
Brigade, divided in three battalions next to SmitenThe untried 2nd Connecticut ‘Heavies’
under the command of Col. Kellogg was formed indinéthree under Maj.’s Hubbard, Rice and
Ells and advanced in that order. Standing in literdine with only a few yards between them they
waited for the order.

In front of them the ground was clear for sel/eundred yards and than became wooded.
When the order came “ Double-quick, March.” The fastl second brigades leading went to the
first line of breastworks and captured it eadily one account 300 prisoners were sent to the
rear.] They were under constant fire, but they pressed orthietavoods and to the main line. The
confederate soldiers had placed barriers of tangtesb@nd saplings in front of their breast works.
As Col. Kellogg's battalion approached the barrierahemy’s fire opened on them. Some dropped
to the ground to avoid getting hit. They were unpttetton both sides, as the other lines hadn'’t
come up as yet. A line of confrederates to thetleftt were not engaged, opened fire, catching



them in crossfire. “There was smoke, musketry, kiri# the men who were hit, and cheers of the
enemy all at once,” said one veteran. He likengal ‘i sheet of flame, sudden as lightning, red as
blood, and so near it seemed to singe the men’s,fétad turned upside down.” The whole line
thundered with the incessant volleys of musket Frendreds of brave men were hit on the ground
and falling in every line from the front and thé.lé was at this point that Col. Kellogg shouted
“About Face,” but this was his last command. Woundeterarm earlier and his words barely
passing his lips, he was hit and he fell dead upotatigied pine bows.
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Wild and blind with wounds, there were men ségigg in every direction. Some men going
over the confederate breastworks, or running intavibeds to the front and right, some never to be
found again. Some were captured, others made it babkitdines, and many of the dead and
gravely wounded lay on the field behind them. Iry@ntouple of minutes 250 men fell there that
evening. In a letter home one officer wrote “a lhedse and a few shanties was all | saw at Cold
Harbor. | wish we never got here...Our Brigade over digtohwe were met with a hurricane from
the heavens, it seems.” As the night passed theeagheld the ground that they had gained that
horrible day. At three in the morning the 2nd ConicattHeavy Artillery were relieved by other
troops. They held their position for more than 9 h@und it remained the front until Grant's next
move to Petersburg.

For the next two days they were under constemtTihe delay of Generals Grant and Lee to
come to an agreement, of secession of fire tofoathe wounded and dead on the field, was of
great concern to the men. On the night of the 2iodvikig there was an attack planned early the
next morning, the men were found writing there naamepieces of paper and sewing them into
there cloths so they could be identified.

On the morning of the 3rd another attack waden@he results were even worse than the battle
on the 1st. Men fell by the hundreds and no groundgaased. At about 12:30 General Grant
suspended further attacks. There were many dead@mneied men still lying on the ground
between the lines of the two forces. The temperataseimthe high 90’s one-day then torrential
storms the next. The battle lines were very closethay and there was no way for any one to get
to the casualties. It was heart breaking for the vet@ran Connecticut men to see their fellow
soldiers lying on the field. They could be easilyniifeed with their bright blue coats and new
looking gear. They lay there looking as if they &gdominos set in a row. Then the first one was
touched and the rest went down one after the atheedine. All Grants efforts to relieve the
sufferings of the wounded men left on the field haghlr@ndered nugatory until after the 7th. Very
few survived over 7,000 casualties [The 2nd ConnecticuiyHasillery Regiment: 329 casualties
in a regiment of 1800.] In a diary found on a young uswdier that was carried off the field, he
wrote in the entry for June 1st 1864, “I'm dead”




In the report of the Medical Department in the figdCold Harbor it stated:

“The number of sick has increased largely, the Redt of June, and the severity of cases became
greater. The country is low and marshy, the watevet® entirely from service drainage, and the
condition of the men in the trenches is very ba@ ganitary view. Malarial and typho-malarial
fevers and diarrhea were the prevailing diseasesstdrbutic taint undoubtedly affecting the
Army and depressing its health and spirits.” [Sentadtgr the 4th JCORPS SICK WOUNDED

SECOND 17 606
FIFTH 43 420
SIXTH 87 639

Iei@ral Grants memoirs He said, “Cold Harbor isinkththe
only battle | ever fought that | would not fight oxagain under any circumstances. | have always
regretted that the assault was ever made.”

It was here at Cold Harbor on June 1st 1864 thatdDdeBath, Company A, was wounded
with a minnie ball, in the left forearm. The woundeete taken to White House and transported to
Hospitals North. David was sent to Haddington Gdrfenay Hospital West Philadelphia, Pa. He
remained there through July31st. He was absent withexe fer 15 days in August. He was fined
$10 a month for three months and was present in thparonroll for November 1864.

Whidouse Christian Commission stations



Artillery crossing the James River

After the battle on the 3rd of June of 1864, Ger@raht conferred with his officers and
decided to retire from Cold Harbor. The costly eksafor the three days did not accomplish
anything. He ordered a small group to remain, neaCthickahominy River and engage Lee’s
troops there while the main army moved, by the lafiK, to the James River.

The Army of the Potomac crossed the James feet 6th and joined General Butler's Army
in the bunkers in front of Petersburg, Virginia. The Brlwhnecticut Regiment, now commanded
by Col. McKenzie crossed near the Bermuda Hundredaride 19th of June crossed the
Appomattox River. They relieved Hinds brigade in tifle pits in front of Petersburg. The
regiment advanced relieving the 11th Connecticut rexginm further positions and with slight
cautious advances. By the 21st they encountered Hilfeaerate division gaining the position
with minimal casualties and this position was onthefadvanced lines held until the end of the
war. Lee, now having to defend Richmond, his abwigled up, was his worse fear come true. He
knows that any replacements would not be availabldanabould not be able to conduct any
major offensive operations. Confederate losses almoat 40% to 41% of the Union during the
campaign, but Lee could not replace his losses whilat@Giged almost unlimited access to fresh
recruits and supplies. Grants Army would dig in andstege would go on for 10 months.

It was here that John M. Hamlin, who waswell at Cold Harbor, grew worse. On the 9th of
July the regiment marched to City Point and tookrsteoats to Washington D.C. On the 12th
they assisted in the repulse of Early’s attack onhigson.[Aug 1: Gen. Grant appointed Phil
Sheridan commander of the Army of the Shenendoah, replacing Gé&imter, and sent him to
rid the Valley of General Jubel Early once and for all.]
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De Camp Army General pitad Long Island, New York.

John M. Hamlin would not be going with his regith He was sent to De Camp Army General
Hospital and arrived on the 13th of July. His diagnasis dysentery and he remained there until
he was furloughed July 19th to his home. John was §8ef® for travel to Washington,
Connecticut. His daughter Ella Victoria Hamlin Wateemembered her father slowly walking up
the dirt road to their house the day he arrived.wis very ill and put under the care of his family
and Dr. Remus M. Fowler.

Unknown to the family in Connecticut, Martin Hamlin unrolled in the 46th lowa Regiment,
after the governor’s call for 100 days regiments téobmed. The 46th was organized at
Davenport in late June and ordered to Memphis, TeaeeesBhey were attached to the garrison
there and engaged in guard duty, at Colliersvilleil®\#ssigned there, Martin and the regiment
guarded the Memphis and Charleston Railroad. A detechof the 46th lowa, Company |, was
involved in action on July 24th at Colliersville.

On the 21st of August at 4:00 a.m. General NathdfoBeForest made a raid on Memphis,
Tennessee. Union forces, 6,000 strong, held the@éy. Forest did not attempt to capture the
city, instead he wanted to capture three union genstationed there, release prisoners from
Irving Black Prison and pull union forces from Northédississippi. His strike of northeast
Memphis took about 500 of his force of 2,000 cavalry. Now exhausted horses, surprise was
all-important. Forest made quick work at gettinggiukets, by posing as a union patrol bringing
in prisoners. The confederates galloped through teetstexchanging fire with the unions troops
there, than split in two, each having their missi@se was to capture the Generals the other was
to release the prisoners. One of only two Genetat®geed there escaped to Fort Pickering in his
nightshirt. The other was not even there at ale &ttack on the prison failed as well. Forest’s
main body was stalled near the State Female colgyg6:00 a.m. Forest decided to withdraw
taking 500 union prisoners, many horses and supplies imthchtting telegraph lines as he went.
Although Gen. Forest failed at Memphis in two ins$ame did force the return of union forces
there from Mississippi to provide protection. Martinbtamlin was attached to company C but his
record shows he probably was involved in this campaiga,detachment, as 8th Corporal.

With Grant bogged down for months, outside obf&turg and Sherman staled near Atlanta,
the people were beginning to believe that the war wasygo go on forever. In Washington,
D.C., Abraham Lincoln was convinced he would not beelected. But by the end of August
Sherman took Atlanta and it was looking better ffar @nion. Lee was now cut off from supplies
that he needed to replenish and sustain his fotdedooked to General Jubel Early in Virginia
and the plentiful Shenendoah Valley. General Grarmttaenessage to General Philip Sheridan to
chase Early’s Army and destroy everything that £@my could use.



Shenendoah Valley

In July on the 26th the 2nd Connecticut rejoiteddth Corps again, engaging in skirmishing
around Washington, Maryland and in northern Virgidiagust and September they were involved
with forcing General Jubel Early out of Virginia. Thiest division was camped near Clifton in
Virginia. {It is more than likely David McBath was back in the regimentcovered from his
wound. His records state he was brought up on court marshal fored#sn. He was found not
guilty by the Dept. of the Susquehanna August 22 1864. It is jikeht Lewis was also present
at this time, as his record states he was present in July Aogust. Paid $40.00}

General Sheridan decided to move to Winchegtaginia but advanced troops reported that
Early was there in force. A plain was devised taddnim out of the area. General Grant traveled
from the James to Virginia to confer with Sheridaound the middle of September. It was
reported that Grant never said a word while Shendasitalking. He just held his cigar in his
hand, his head bowed, while Sheridan was tellingthéplan if Grant gave his permission. All
Grant said was “Go in Phil, my boy” than jumped onhusse and away he went. On 19th of
September, General Sheridan ordered his forces tleficke County and set his lines to the east of
Winchester. Wright's 6th Corps and Emory’s 19th, wdéchis main line and Crooks Corps
would be held in reserve and turning force. Wrights S was three divisions. Getty [placed to
the left flank], Ricketts [Placed next to him anchigecting to the 19th Corps Division, which was
Grover and Thornburn], and Russell's [2nd CT HA, 100 NYP85in three brigades of Upton
Edwards and Campbell], were in reserve. Merritt'satigwwas to the north, making a semi circle.
Early’s Army was well situated before the first liolewoods and field of corn. Ransuer faced
Getty, Rodes faced Rickets Gorden faced GroverFitmd_ee faced Meritt. At about 12:00 p.m.
Sheridan gave the order to attack and push‘Eileidoack toward Winchester.
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A gap accrued between Rickets and Grover causidgsRand Gorden to bring their divisions
forward from their protected position in the west d®daunching a counter attack between
Rickets’ right and Grover’s left position. Rodes pukfwrward crushing Rickets division.[Fig 1]

Gen. Sheridan and Grant were standing orl agaitby and witnessed the disaster. Sheridan
immediately committed his reserves to stave offagerdefeat. This was Col. David A. Russell’'s
Division. Campbell's brigade advanced with Edwardsisaright and engaged Rodes. They stalled
him and slowly drove him back to the edge of th&t fine of woods. Col. Upton came up to
Edwards’s right charging several yards and enclosetie confederates, exchanging murderous
volleys. They pushed forward. Upton’s impetuous chatgeped the confederate’s counter
attack and drove it back into the west woods. [Fig 2]

Sheridan’s Shenendoah Valley Army pushed orbgrid30, Early’s Army was retreating back
further to Winchester. The confederate line tonlest southern end started hearing the horse’s
hoofs of the union cavalry, spreading panic all akbeg lines. Soldiers started streaming out of
Winchester, retreating in disorder. One union solckferred to the seine as “ They caused the
rebels to go whirling through Winchester.” ] Fig2]

In General Sheridan’s report of the brokentiear Winchester He said. “It was at this
juncture that | ordered a brigade of Russell’'s divigibthe 6th Corps, to walit till the enemy’s
attacking column presented its flank, then to sitikath vigor. This was handsomely done, the
brigade being led by General Russell and its commabjgi¢on, in person. The enemy in turn was
driven back, our line re-established, and most o2{680 or 3,000 men who had gone to the rear
were brought back.” General Wright called Col. Uptattsck, “ the turning point of the battle.”

In the next few days the regiments moved to tieafort at Fishers Hill called the Gibraltar of
the Shenendoah Valley, witch they scaled and captubgdsurprise and drove the confederate
army, was thought forever, out of the valley. Tha&swot the case until after the union’s victory
at the battle at Cedar Creek. The 2nd Connecticutsealittle action for the next two months
and was joined again with General Grants Army &18burg. With the successes of General
Sheridan coupled with the Union capturing Atlanta Linsoelection was almost assured.
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[The certificate given to Priv. Nathaniel U. Lowe of the #5ibwa & was offered by Mike Lowe]

Two days after the battle of Winchester, on2Bel of September Martin H. Hamlin was
discharged, completing his 100 days. Abraham Lincolresin order of thanks to the 100-Day
Volunteers on Oct. 1, 1864. He instructed the Governolrsdaina, lowa, lllinois, and Wisconsin
to cause a certificate to be delivered to the offi@@rd men who served in these units.



JOHN'M HAMLIN
CO. G 2ND CT H.A. VOL.
16 OCT.1864

In Washington, Litchfield Co. Connecticut, J&MnHamlin grew worse from his decease that
he contracted in Virginia and died October 16th 1864sahdine. He was buried in the cemetery
at New Preston, Connecticut.

Only three days later Lewis E Hamlin was listachis records, as sick since October 19 1864.
He was sent to the Saterlee Army General Hospitat\Rkiladelphia, Pennsylvania, and remained
there until January. Disease was the most devasesipert of the war, on both sides. Disease (the
greatest killer of all) claimed more men than weoeinded in the entire war. Dr. Warren Webster,
Chief Surgeon of the De Camp Army Hospital in NY sdid,March 1861 there were no Military
General Hospitals in the United States. Today theeaunder orders 195 with a capacity of
129,950 beds bounteously provided with everything which tedomi of Congress... deem [s]
necessary."

Typical Armyeteral Hospital 1861-1865
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Gen. Wright commanded the 1st division atthielerness, by Gen. Russell, at Winchester,
and Gen. Wheaton was made commander. In Decemi864f the regiment returned to the
Petersburg trenches and established winter quartarsheed/eldon railroad.

In Washington, Connecticut, Andrew H. Hamhie youngest son, of John and Julia Hamlin,
enlisted in the 11th Maine volunteer infantry as a stuibst On December 21st 1864, Henry Peck,
his father and Andrew traveled to Portland wherdrAw Hamlin was sworn in. Many families
paid $200 or more to excuse their sons from service dthimgvar. He was attached to company
G and join his regiment near Petersburg, Virginikie T1th Maine was attached to the 24th Corps
under General John Gibbon, General Robert Fostertafinsion, and the 3rd brigade under Col.
George Dandy. Andrew’s brother Lewis, was releasath the general hospital and returned to his
regiment January 13,1865.

The Armies of the Union were slowly closingoim Lee. General Sherman was making his
march from the sea in Georgia north, destroyingyghieg in a wide swath as he went. In the
Shenendoah, Sheridan was doing the same, leavinmgdo be used by Lee’s army. Both the 6th
and the 24th Corps were involved in small advancearwWwetersburg. With the constant fire into
the city, day and night, limited supplies wore dowatiioral of Lee’s troops. Many just gave up
the siege and left for home. By the end of Februaeywas reduced too only a forth of his original
force. Grant was ready to make his move in Mat@heridan and Sherman were moving closer to
Petersburg cutting Lee off from the south and north.

The last week of March General Sheridan hatucad what was left of Early’s Army and
joined Grant at Petersburg. It had been raining wfdste month, but by the 29th it had been
clear for several days and the roads were dry,icomg Grant that it was time to move. He
moved out with all the Army except a sufficient foroenbld the line around Petersburg. In a short
time it began raining again and the roads becamesaimpassable. Corduroy roads were lane
every foot of the way, in quick order. By the neaydhe army had made good progress to the
southwest, threatening the right of Lee’s linewdts imperative to reach the Danville Railroad,
thus cutting off Lee’s escape route and last supply [Bieeridan made good work at Five Forks
with the 2nd and 5th corps, and they sent word to {Gifatiheir success.



As soon as Grant received the news of theessaat five Forks, on the night of the 1st of
April, he alerted the 6th Corps and the 24th Corps Heairiain assault would commence early the
next morning. During the night General Wright fornieslwedge shaped line on the southwest
below Petersburg. Getty’s Division was at the poiitt) Wheaton’s Division to the right [2nd
Connecticut H. A. First Brigade], Seymour to his,leftd L. A. Grants Vermont Brigade the
wedge connecting to Gibbons 24th Corps [11th Maine VEdntny] to the left near The Hatchers
Run road. They faced General A. P. Hill's Third conph Wilcox and Heath [six brigades] and
General Lanes brigade in the center.

Sunday morning at about 4:45, April 2 1865, Weight's sterted forward. Lane’s brigade
who was in the front was literally broken in two I fforce of the attack. Then Hill’s lines broke
down completely, the enemy fleeing in confusion ierg\direction. Petersburg was doomed.
Wright's brigades pushed forward to the left, tharrglyeto the right. Gibbon’s brigades moved in
to fill the gap of Wright and also turned right toddtetersburg. Gen. Grant in his memoirs
described the action of the 24 Corps at this pbifihe had in addition to their entrenched line
close up to Petersburg, two enclosed works outside of itpif Gregg and Fort Witworth. We
thought it had now become necessary to carry them by assaulAbout 1 o’clock in the day,
Fort Gregg was assaulted by Fosters’s Division of the 24th Qus [Gibbon’'s] supported by
two brigades of Ord’s command. The battle was despermatand the National troops were
repulsed several times; but it was finally carried, ad immediately the troops in Fort
Whitworth evacuated the place. The guns of the Fort werturned the retreating enemy, and
the commanding officer and sixty of the men of Fort Whitworh surrendered.” General Lee
sends a message to the confederate secretary dBreakenridge “I see no prospect of doing
more than holding our potion here until tonight.....I will wit hdrew tonight north of the
Appomattox...... | advise that all preparation be made for leauig Richmond tonight.”
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Fegts Monroe, N.C.

Andrew H. Hamlin alias Henry Peck, in the 11thiie volunteer infantry was in this action
and caught a minnie ball, in the left foot. The nenpall entered from the top of his shoe, passing
through his foot coming out at the bottom and herdglring his left hip and knee. Andrew was
removed from the field and was cared for in themegt hospital. Later he was transferred to The
Fortress Monroe Hospital.



On April 3rd the advanced brigade of the 6th Cérpsdivision, 2nd Connecticut Heavy
Artillery leading, entered the city of Petersburgld@el Hubbard was made Provost Marshal.
A few hours later the Regiment was removed and moedi following the Army of Northern
Virginia to the Appomattox. It was now a life and dreatruggle with Lee to get south to his
provisions waiting at the Danville Railroad. But befaree’s men got there Sheridan had captured
most of the railway cars and burned one, Lee’s lagé lwas gone.

On April 7th, General Grant sent a message ¢0"IT&e results of the last week must
convince you of the hopelessness of further resistance e tpart of the Army of Northern
Virginia in this struggle....... Asking of you the surrender of that portion of the Confederate
States army Knownas the Army of Northern Virginia.” Lee replied that he agreed to the
useless effusion of blood, but wanted to know the t€&nast would offer him on the condition
that he did surrender. Grant said this was unsat@fabut sent a letter saying the terms are, that
the officers and men surrendered shall be disquafiiethking up arms again against the
Government of the United States until properly exchand#e requested a meeting the for the
purpose of arranging definite the terms.

On the 9th of April 1865 they met at house of a n@aned McLean and drew up the terms and
after shaking hands General Robert E. Lee leftilocamp. Later the two met again, on
horseback, and talked for a half an hour. Later @¢hee gave the following speech to the
officersand men of his Army:After four years of arduous service, marked by unsurpassd
courage and fortitude, the Army of Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to
overwhelming numbers and resources. | need not tell theurvivors of so many hard-fought
battles who have remained steadfast to the last thathiave consented to this result from no
distrust of them; but feeling that valor and devotion couldaccomplish nothing that could
compensate for the loss that would have attended the caniance of the contest, | determined
to avoid the useless sacrifice of those whose past sersibave endeared them to their
countrymen. By the terms of the agreement, officers and @m can return to their homes and
remain until exchanged.”

Then Lee left and General Grant left for Wiagton D.C. The war was virtually over, and the
troops were transported north after the sad and unexpgicboting of Abraham Lincoln, for a
grand march of triumph down Pennsylvania Avenue. Timeyfof the Potomac passed in review
before President Johnson, General Grant and menmftiies @abinet and other national officials in
Washington D.C. on May 23, 1865.



[Top left: New Preston Cemetery Monument Erected by WaBernham with the names of
John M. Hamlin and Lewis Hamlin listed. Right: the Monumém New Milford with David
McBath Listed.]

In the beginning, the war brought the people of both sidetogether in support of a
common cause but, as it continued, it became a sourcepafiitical and social strife. When the
war ended, none that lived through it remained unaffe@d. The memory of the conflict lived
on in the lives of those who experienced it, in commemora¢ monuments built to honor
individuals and military units, and in the remembrance of later generations.

*John M. Hamlin Co [G], 2nd CT H. A. Vol. 1811-1864,Private
Private 13th CT Vol. Inf., 2/26/1862, discharged
Died from decease at home. Burial; New Preston, CT.

*Levi Albert . Hamlin 13th CT Vol. Inf. 1831- 1904
Service related loss of leg,
Eldora City Cemetery Harden, lowa

*Philo A. Hamlin Co [D], 10th CT Vol. Inf. 1833-1863,Private
Died from decease at Morris Island. Burial BeaufortNational Cemetery, Beaufort, SC

*Martin H. Hamlin Co [C] Detachment |, 46th lowa Inf. 1841- 1925
lowa 8th Corporal Discharged September 1864 served 100 days.
Cedar Hill Cemetery, Bethany, Harrison, MO



* Lewis E. Hamlin Co [G], 2nd CT H.A. Vol. 1845 Sharpshooter

Died sometime after April 25th 1865 this is when he wasdapaid.

Burial: New Preston, Cemetery, CT No Date on stone. Nostiharge issued.
Wounded 1864 VA.

*Andrew H Hamlin Co [G], 11th Maine Vol. Inf. 1845-1891.Private,Ais Henry Peck
Discharged arrived home in June 1865. Married Sarah E. McBa 1867,
Burial: South Britain, New Haven, CT. Wounded April 2,1865 Ftersburg, VA.

*David McBath Co [A], 2nd CT H. A. Vol. 1820-1912, Molder
Returned home after mustered out in Washington D.C. Augusl865.
Burial: South Britain CT. Wounded June 1.1864Cold Harbor. VA
Present at Appomattox during Lee’s surrender, and paiicipated

in the Grand Review Washington D.C..

Julia A. Hamlin was a wife who lost her hushandother who lost two sons and two other
sons came home to her wounded. Freelove, Ella, AdtmertAndrew lost a father and two brothers
to the war. They had to go on and survive withoatrth Economically this was devastating.
There was some Pension money but all the family daebtk if they were able. Even Ella
Victoria Hamlin worked at a very young age. Thiguist one family out of so many who gave so
much on both sides, for the causes they believed ifle\Wdsearching and writing this history, a
phrase | remembered reading kept going through my miiey were the words of General
Robert E Lee that he spoke after viewing the batitefie Fredericksburg Va. He said, "It is well
that war is so horrible, lest we should grow too fohd."

My interests are in genealogy and by no means consideethgshistorian or a writer. | did
want to get the information from the research | have done iatointeresting talking history
and hope | have done that.have tried to be as accurate as | could, in telling the acctajrof
the Battles, of the Civil War. | have researched the kegthnd put the information down in
my own words as much as possible. Of course the battles | hagd are only the ones that
pertain to the Hamlin family. | welcome corrections if amyrors are found. | have used some
pictures that | have found on the Internet, and if they amet permitted by me to use, | will
remove them on request. Some pictures | have done mysétfusrd in books of the civil war
that | have in my library. The accounts of the men whogsdl were taken from their Military,
Pension, Census, Birth, Marriage, and Death records. Anyas | have used can be
revealed on request. The genealogy is a work in progress and theinctaded here can be in
error or can change, as more information is uncovered.

Johanna L Smith September 9, 2000.



